Extracts from:

Vienna Convention on Succession of States in respect of Treaties
1978

Done at Vienna on 23 August 1978. Entered into force on 6 November 1996.
United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1946, p. 3

Copyright © United Nations
2005

Vienna Convention on Succession of States in respect of Treaties
Done at Vienna on 23 August 1978
The States Parties to the present Convention,
Considering the profound transformation of the international community brought about by the
decolonization process,
Considering also that other factors may lead to cases of succession of States in the future,
Convinced, in these circumstances, of the need for the codification and progressive development of
the rules relating to succession of States in respect of treaties as a means for ensuring greater juridical security
in international relations,
Noting that the principles of free consent, good faith and pacta sunt servanda are universally recognized,
Emphasizing that the consistent observance of general multilateral treaties which deal with the
codification and progressive development of international law and those the object and purpose of which
are of interest to the international community as a whole is of special importance for the strengthening of
peace and international cooperation,
Having in mind the principles of international law embodied in the Charter of the United Nations, such
as the principles of the equal rights and self-determination of peoples, of the sovereign equality and
independence of all States, of non-interference in the domestic affairs of States, of the prohibition of the threat
or use of force, and of universal respect for, and observance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms for
all,
Recalling that respect for the territorial integrity and political independence of any State is required by
the Charter of the United Nations,
Bearing in mind the provisions of the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties of 1969,
Bearing also in mind article 73 of that Convention,
Affirming that questions of the law of treaties other than those that may arise from a succession of
States are governed by the relevant rules of international law, including those rules of customary international
law which are embodied in the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties of 1969,
Affirming that the rules of customary international law will continue to govern questions not regulated
by the provisions of the present Convention,
Have agreed as follows:
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PART I.
GENERAL PROVISIONS
Article l
Scope of the present Convention
The present Convention applies to the effects of a succession of States in respect of treaties between
States.
Article 2
Use of terms
1. For the purposes of the present Convention:
(a)

“treaty” means an international agreement concluded between States in written form and governed by

international law, whether embodied in a single instrument or in two or more related instruments, and
whatever its particular designation;
(b)

“succession of States” means the replacement of one State by another in the responsibility for the

international relations of territory;
(c)

“predecessor State” means the State which has been replaced by another State on the occurrence of

a succession of States;
(d)

“successor State” means the State which has replaced another State on the occurrence

of

a

succession of States;
(e)

“date of the succession of States” means the date upon which the successor State replaced the

predecessor State in the responsibility for the international relations of the territory to which the succession
of States relates;
(f)

“newly independent State” means a successor State the territory of which immediately before the date

of the succession of States was a dependent territory for the international relations of which the predecessor
State was responsible;
(g)

“notification of succession” means in relation to a multilateral treaty any notification, however

phrased or named, made by a successor State expressing its consent to be considered as bound by the treaty;
(h)

“full powers” means in relation to a notification of succession or any other notification under the

present Convention a document emanating from the competent authority of a State designating a person or
persons to represent the State for communicating the notification of succession or, as the case may be, the
notification;
(i)

“ratification”, “acceptance” and “approval” mean in each case the international act so named whereby

a State establishes on the international plane its consent to be bound by a treaty;
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(j) “reservation” means a unilateral statement, however phrased or named, made by a State when signing, ratifying,
accepting, approving or acceding to a treaty or when making a notification of succession to a treaty, whereby it purports to
exclude or to modify the legal effect of certain provisions of the treaty in their application to that State;
(k) “contracting State” means a State which has consented to be bound by the treaty, whether or not the treaty has entered
into force;
(1) “party” means a State which has consented to be bound by the treaty and for which the treaty is in force;
(m) “other State party” means in relation to a successor State any party, other than the predecessor State, to a treaty in
force at the date of a succession of States in respect of the territory to which that succession of States relates;
(n) “international organization” means an intergovernmental organization.
2.The provisions of paragraph 1 regarding the use of terms in the present Convention are without prejudice to the use of
those terms or to the meanings which may be given to them in the internal law of any State.

[….]
PART II.
SUCCESSION IN RESPECT OF
PART OF TERRITORY
Article 15
Succession in respect of part of territory
When part of the territory of a State, or when any territory for the international relations of which a
State is responsible, not being part of the territory of that State, becomes part of the territory of another State:
(a)

treaties of the predecessor State cease to be in force in respect of the territory to which the succession

of States relates from the date of the succession of States; and
(b)

treaties of the successor State are in force in respect of the territory to which the succession of States

relates from the date of the succession of States, unless it appears from the treaty or is otherwise established
that the application of the treaty to that territory would be incompatible with the object and purpose of the
treaty or would radically change the conditions for its operation.
PART III.
NEWLY INDEPENDENT STATES
SECTION 1. GENERAL RULE

Article 16
Position in respect of the treaties of the predecessor State
A newly independent State is not bound to maintain in force, or to become a party to, any treaty by
reason only of the fact that at the date of the succession of States the treaty was in force in respect of the
territory to which the succession of States relates.
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SECTION 2. MULTILATERAL TREATIES

Article 17
Participation in treaties in force at the date of the
succession of States
1. Subject to paragraphs 2 and 3, a newly independent State may, by a notification of succession,
establish its status as a party to any multilateral treaty which at the date of the succession of States was in
force in respect of the territory to which the succession of States relates.
2. Paragraph 1 does not apply if it appears from the treaty or is otherwise established that the
application of the treaty in respect of the newly independent State would be incompatible with the object and
purpose of the treaty or would radically change the conditions for its operation.
3. When, under the terms of the treaty or by reason of the limited number of the negotiating States and
the object and purpose of the treaty, the participation of any other State in the treaty must be considered as
requiring the consent of all the parties, the newly independent State may establish its status as a party to
the treaty only with such consent.
Article 18
Participation in treaties not in force at the date of
the succession of States
1. Subject to paragraphs 3 and 4, a newly independent State may, by a notification of succession,
establish its status as a contracting State to a multilateral treaty which is not in force if at the date of the
succession of States the predecessor State was a contracting State in respect of the territory to which that
succession of States relates.
2. Subject to paragraphs 3 and 4, a newly independent State may, by a notification of succession,
establish its status as a party to a multilateral treaty which enters into force after the date of the succession
of States if at the date of the succession of States the predecessor State was a contracting State in respect
of the territory to which that succession of States relates.
3. Paragraphs 1 and 2 do not apply if it appears from the treaty or is otherwise established that the
application of the treaty in respect of the newly independent State would be incompatible with the object and
purpose of the treaty or would radically change the conditions for its operation.
4. When, under the terms of the treaty or by reason of the limited number of the negotiating States and
the object and purpose of the treaty, the participation of any other State in the treaty must be considered as
requiring the consent of all the parties or of all the contracting States, the newly independent State may
establish its status as a party or as a contracting State to the treaty only with such consent.
5. When a treaty provides that a specified number of contracting States shall be necessary for its entry
into force, a newly independent State which establishes its status as a contracting State to the treaty under
paragraph 1 shall be counted as a contracting State for the purpose of that provision unless a different
intention appears from the treaty, or is otherwise established.
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