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each other's markets. Meither the ELU

Stop dithering. We must leave the EU ASAP

Writing exclusively
for City AM., two
political giants call
on a new PMtofire
the starting gun

T IS unswrprising that the people

who pmophesied doom and

dizaster if the UK voted toleave the

EL are finding it 30 hard to insdl

confidence in the policy they
never believed in. Whoever is the new
Prime Minister must enter Downing
Steeet ready with clear views to
disciss with a new Cabinet and when
agreed issue instructons for White
hall to prepare to leave the B swiftdy
and smoothly.

We owe it to the business oommu-
nity, and to our EU partners, to min-
imise the period and the disruption
that is involved in leaving the ELL

We also owe it to the British people
to deliver on the referendum wote,
and not o cavil or delay taking back
contml over our laws, our borders and
our financial contrbutons to the ELL
That means starting to leave in a few
months, not steetching it out for
years, while discusing the transition
within ademocratic framework.

The act of Parliament to give effect
o our leaving the EU need only con-
tain two key clases. One will relieve
the UK of all the obligations of EL
membeship.

Another will carry over all the EL
law that currently applies to the UK
into domestic law, so that at the out
set, nothing changes atall.

The pest will be all about transitional
arrangements  The new Prime
Minister should have this legislation
drafted and presented to Padiament
immediately, soit can be enacted and
ready to bring into force when
needed. Thisshould be on the Stamite

Book before the Christimas recess.
The reason why some seem to think
this is 0 much more complicated is
hecause they presume that we need to
strike a trade deal with the EL before
we start the ransiton to leave. This
wionld be a massive strategic error.
While there are some norrirade
issues which we will need to agmee
with the EU {such as the urgent

We do not need to
negotiate “access”
to the Single
Market

matter of giving assurance o EL
nationak resident in the UK and UK
nationals resident in the EL, and re-
placing EU security policies such as
the Buropean Arrest Warrant and pas-
senger data sharing with bilateral
arrangements), we should not
attempt to dictate the shape of amy
trade negotiations except to say we
are ready to negotiate.

The British people decided to leave
on the basis that in future we would
fully control our own borders, and it
would be politically and socially
explosive to renege on this They were
also promised we would put in place
a points-hased natdonal immdgraton
system and that would apply equally
to all immigrants, whether from the
ELl or elsewhere.

The UK would esentially introduce

a free trade policy while reserving the
right to impose eciprocal tariffs. In
due course, we might well be able to
negotate a UK-EL rade agreement | as
the EL is seeking with the US, and
already has with South Eorea, for
example), but the timing of that & not
in our contool, and the ELN and the UK
have to agree.

Fear of leaving the EUlwas based on
myths about the Single Market, trade,
trade agreements which must now be
discarded. leaving the ELU means, as
was clearly said in the referendum,
being outside the Single Market. That
is what the Leave wote means.

We do not need to negotiate “access”™
to the Single Market The UK's biggest
single tmding parmer is the US. They
areourbiggest single inwand investor,
But we have negotiated no “access™ o

nor the UK currently has a trade
agreement with the US. Some partic-
ular sectors like civil aviation reguire
special treatment, but this shows how
in generalitis not urgent to negotate
“access” o the Single Market when we
leave the ELL The UK and the pest
of the EL will continue to trade with
each other becawse it is in all our
Interests.

We should ako avoid the risks of
entering the Article 50 process o
leave the ELI before we are ready and
before we have agreed what will be in
thewithdrawal a; ment.

This would be like signing a contract
tobuy a house, before youhave agreed
the price or done a sumvey. Article 50
was drafied to be obscure with the in-
tention of making it difficult for a
state to leave the EU. Maybe we can
agree touseitas ameansof exchange
and completion of the ransacton.
The best agreement should be made
as quickly = ible - with a pre
agreed eJ!c{it dalz.ssat which polntpwe
also bring the EU repeal and carry
over act into force.

If no acceptable agreement is forth
coming, then we just keave under our
own laws. The Leave vote is nota corr
ditional instruction.

Ideally, a withd mwal ageement it-
self should express the aspiratdon in
Artcle B of gopd neighbourly rela-
tions and promote friendship, trade
and coopemtion between the UK and
the EL, on trade, the envimmment,
foreign affairs, secqurity and defence,
but not attempt o define a new rels
tionship in one step. This is one
which will evolve over time.

To propose a long period before we
leave the EL & inviting the very eoo-
nomic uncertainty and chaes which
any sensible Buropean, in or out of
the ELI, wants to swoid, and does not
understand the situation we are now
in. Flanning to compromise on the
immig mtion question as a means of
negotiating needles *access™ o the
Single Market, is to invite the ugly
politics of ntolemnee and rackEm on
to our streets. We must not let this
happen. Instead we can embrace the
new global freedoms and opportun-
ties we can enjoy outside the EU
without delay.

Nigel Lowson was Conservative chanceflor
of the exchequer from 1983-89; David
Owen was Labour foreign secretary from
1977-79.




